
Deacons 

EASTER SUNRISE 
SERVICES 

Easter Sunrise Ser-
vice at 6:30 am in the 
Garden. Dress 
warmly. We will 
share a continental 
breakfast after the 
worship time. It is 
inspirational to be 
outside as the sun 
comes up, welcoming 
us all to Easter ς if 
you have never par-
ticipated in the sun-
rise service, this is a 
great time to give it a 
try! 

TRADITIONAL 
EASTER SERVICES 

Traditional Easter 

Service at 10:30 am 

in the sanctuary. 

Easter is the biggest 

celebration of the 

church year. This 

Easter, your Deacons 

invite you to help 

celebrate by wearing 

an Easer bonnet! It 

can be a wonderful 

frilly hat full of lace 

and ribbons, or your 

favorite fishing or 

baseball hat, maybe a 

crown or tiara, or just 

a flower in your hair. 

We would love to have 

everyone ς men, 

women, and children ς 

wear something festive 

on your head this Easter. 

If you forget, we will have 

some options available 

for you on Easter. So, pre-

pare to celebrate! 
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April 2010 



     Once again our trees in the 
garden area are in bloom signal-
ing Easter and the arrival of 
spring.  Easter brings us the sign 
of new life, the gift of starting 
over and moving forward always 
surrounded with the gift of 
DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
fact that it comes after a period 
of refection and darkness and 
much rain, only heightens our 
joy.  The trees and flowers re-
mind us that Easter is the gift of 
hope for things that are unseen 
and yet to come. 

     Hope abounds in the issue of 
justice in the health care area.  I 
am celebrating the signing of 
the health care bill but at the 
same time recognizing that we 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ȅŜǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ 
to play out in our individual 
lives.  Hopefully it will equalize 
the challenges of getting good 
health care, allowing everyone 
access to quality care at reason-
able rates. There are so many 
people being hit hard with medi-
cal expenses because of hospi-
talization and by the high cost of 
medications.  These staggering 
amounts can make it impossible 
to pay the regular bills and pro-
vide for other basic needs.  The 
challenge of being denied health 
insurance because of pre-
existing conditions has created 
many individual and family hard-
ships that often lead to financial 
instability.  This spiraling down-
ward can end up with a person 
filing bankruptcy and sometimes 

ending up homeless.  May this 
new health care system bring 
better health and stability to 
those in need.  

     Where is the gift of hope 
breaking through in your life and 
in this congregation?  Often the 
gifts and changes are small and 
in our busy lives we forget to 
pay attention to the changes 
that are taking place.  Is your 
family life and your relationships 
with others slowly moving in a 
more positive direction?  Maybe 
you have found yourself less an-
ƴƻȅŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ 
and have been able to deal with 
the challenges of different per-
sonalities in a style of calmness 
and patience.  Our relationships, 
both in our personal lives and in 
the congregation, always needs 
the gift of patient acceptance as 
well as striving to bring our best 
to every situation.  As our con-
gregation grows, we will all be 
challenges to expand our pa-
tience and acceptance as adjust-
ments are made to new ideas 
and needs. 

     Spring brings growth and this 
congregation is ready for an-
other jump in growth.  The Vital-
ity Task Force is meeting with 
Ron Buford for a time of strate-
gizing how to use media to help 
us get our message out and in-
vite more people in.  My sermon 
last week reminded us that if we 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƭȅ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƻǳǊ Ŏŀƭƭ ƛƴ 
speaking our message of good 

news, even the rocks will cry 
out.  We have a message to 
share with this community and 
we need to broaden how we 
reach out with our message of 
DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΣ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀƴŎŜΣ ŎƻƳǇŀǎπ
sion and mercy.  May our voice 
be heard and may it make a dif-
ŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ 

     Rejoice in the Good News of 
Easter and may it bring joy and 
growth into your life and our 
congregation.   Blessings, 

    
  Pastor Carlotta  
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THE WINDOWS NEWSLETTER 

 ά.ŜƘƻƭŘΣ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƴŜǿΦέ н /ƻǊΦ 
5:17   We are once again experienc-
ing the newness of spring and with 
it the coming of sunshine. I find, 
too, that I am regaining my 
άōŀƭŀƴŎŜέ ŀŦǘŜǊ 5ŀǾŜΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƭŀǎǘ 
year and am actually enjoying this 
spring and looking forward to the 
ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƛƴ ŀ άƴŜǿέ ǿŀȅΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ 
thrilling that our congregation has 
taken on the responsibility of an eq-
uity loan to renovate our facility and 
the response from everyone has 
been wonderful.   I think that sup-
port has been because we all be-
lieve that First Congregational UCC 
has a message that our community 
needs to hear, not just today, but in 
the years to come.  God is love and 
that means love for everyone.  As 
we express that love by our gifts to 
the church, we also reach out to the 
community with our donations to 
the food bank, our willingness to be 

an extreme weather shelter for 
the homeless, and the many 
worthwhile activities supported 
by our members.  For myself, and 
I am sure for others of you, giving 
to the Imagine Fund has required 
giving up something else.  I know 
that God honors our gifts, no 
matter how large or small, and 
that the Spirit has been leading 
us in this endeavor.  

Speaking of the Spirit, I feel led to 
ask each of us to consider the fol-
lowing questions concerning the 
placement of announcements 
during our Sunday morning ser-
vices.  Do they add to the feeling 
of worship?  Can they be stated 
in writing in the bulletin and 
newsletter, rather than during 
the service?  Could they be done 
in the social hall, taking them out 
of the realm of worship?  Do our 
announcements further the work 

of the church?  I ask because I be-
lieve they are questions we as a 
congregation need to address.  
Please let me or one of our mem-
bers at large, Lew Norton and 
Rafael Leon, know your feelings 
on this matter.   Any one of us can 
be contacted by e-mail, a phone 
message, or talking to us during 
coffee hour.    

/ƘǊƛǎǘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά²ƘŜƴ ǘǿƻ ƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ 
are gathered in my name, there 
ǿƛƭƭ L ōŜ ŀƭǎƻΦέ  όaŀǘǘΦ муΥнлύ  ²ƛǘƘ 
that in mind, let us go forward in 
prayer together and with confi-
dence, 

 into the newness of spring. 

Sincerely, 

Sharolyn 
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