
Deaconate Newsletter Article 

Advent has begun, 

with the first Sun-

day of Advent 

celebrated on No-

vember 29th.  This 

is such a festive 

time of year as we 

prepare for the 

birth of Jesus!  

Different families 

will be lighting 

the Advent can-

dles each Sunday 

to highlight the 

diversity of our 

congregation.   

On Sunday, De-

cember 6th, we 

will celebrate the 

Hanging of the 

Greens.  This is a 

festive time after 

church when we 

will enjoy some 

refreshments 

while we decorate 

the tree in the Fel-

lowship Hall and 

prepare the Sanc-

tuary for Christ-

mas with wreaths 

and boughs of 

greenery. Come 

join us on Decem-

ber 6th!  If you can 

bring some boughs 

of greenery to 

church ahead of 

time, it would 

really be appreci-

ated.    

The children will 

be doing some 

singing during this 

festive season, and 

the Sanctuary choir 

will have some 

wonderful music to 

share.  We hope to 

have some special 

instrumental music 

too – if you would 

like to participate, 

talk to Larry. 

Christmas eve at 

11:00 will be the 

traditional Christ-

mas eve service, 

ending with candles 

all around as we 

sing Silent Night.   

It is a wonderful 

way to remember 

the true joy of 

Christmas with the 

birth of our Savior. 

Janet 
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Poinsettia sales: 

We will be selling 

poinsettias again 

this year for 10.00 

each. This is a fund-

raiser for the church 

and we make about 

$4.00 per poinsettia. 

Please order early. 

We will have order 

forms available 

soon. See Kim 

Pinches with ques-

tions about this. 

December 2009 

January 2010 



       This year the weekend of 

Thanksgiving and the first Sun-

day of Advent are joined to-

gether and we find ourselves off 

and running towards the celebra-

tion of the gift of the birth of Je-

sus.  I am writing this as I pre-

pare to head south for Thanks-

giving dinner with family and a 

week of vacation;  dinner with 

family, watching my grandchil-

dren enjoy Disneyland, being in 

Healdsburg for Tamra and 

Robyn’s dance program will 

round out a wonderful week. 

     I am looking forward to being 

in the pulpit again on Sunday, 

Dec. 13th and preaching on story 

of Mary as she prepares for the 

birth of her child.  Christmas en-

courages us to look at the things 

God is birthing into our own 

lives, creative and life changing 

events.  Our congregation is in 

the birthing process as we antici-

pate and prepare for the year 

ahead and the challenges of 

moving forward from our 150th 

celebration.  On Sunday, Dec. 

20th, I hope we can tell the 

Christmas story through a 

Christmas pageant entitled ―The 

Shepherd’s Star.‖  This will re-

quire adults as well as our chil-

dren reading parts and everyone 

singing the songs of Christmas.  

Then we will be ready for the 

beautiful candlelight service on 

Christmas Eve as we celebrate 

God’s entering our world 

through the baby Jesus. 

        This is the season when the 

world works to pull us to the ma-

terial side of Christmas and 

away from the celebration of the 

wonderful gift of Jesus who 

grew up and became the Christ.  

Our job as faithful Christians tell 

the story of God coming into our 

world through the birth of Jesus.    

     I am thankful for the Advent 

season that reminds us to prepare 

for the days to come. As we 

head into the New Year we have 

the opportunity to gather with 

people throughout the world all 

praying for peace at the same 

time.  Our time is 4:30 a.m. on 

December 31st.  This will take 

place in our Sanctuary and we 

will co-host with the Center for 

Spiritual Living, we provide the 

space and they provide the pro-

gram and refreshments.  I will be 

speaking on peace from our 

Christian perspective and others 

will speak from their faith tradi-

tion.  We hosted last year and it 

was a very wonderful and beau-

tiful time to be in our Sanctuary 

and share the importance of be-

ing mindful and prayerful of 

peacemaking.   

     As I head into this New Year, 

I wish to express my thankful-

ness for the staff that blesses my 

ministry.  Christine, our Office 

Manager, is a wealth of ability, 

talent and stamina.  I appreciate 

her style and positive attitude 

that keeps our office and church 

life humming.  I appreciate 

Larry (and Katri) for the time 

and energy that is spent to make 

our worship meaningful and 

beautiful and the wonderful tal-

ent that they share so graciously 

with us.  Their music nourishes 

our souls.  It is a privilege to 

work with such a talented and 

supportive staff. 

     From all of your staff to all of 

you, we wish you a very blessed 

and meaningful Christmas and 

New Year 

    

 Pastor Carlotta 
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ñJesus, Light of the Worldò 

 

Sunlight is streaming in the 

windows bringing light and 

warmth and, for just this mo-

ment, contentment.  Soon, the 

sun will drop just low enough 

to continue giving light, but 

the warmth will be gone. 

 

Even later, the sun will drop 

from sight and the night and 

cold will descend, reminding 

us that it really is winter.  Will 

contentment remain?  

 

Jesus was born into a dark 

world and contentment was 

not his goal, nor would it de-

scribe his life.  Vitality truly 

describes Christ’s life and his 

light continues to shine, even 

in the darkness and cold of 

winter. 

We, Christ’s followers, re-

flect that light.  The vitality 

of our ministries at First 

Congregational United 

Church of Christ brings 

warmth and light to our com-

munity.  As the Navajo Night 

Chant says, ―feeling light 

within, I walk.‖  As we enter 

a new decade in this, the 21st 

century, let us walk together, 

conscious of the vitality and 

light within us.  

Be Light! Sharolyn 

 

P.S. Just for fun: 

How many songs can you 

think of in the next thirty sec-

onds that contain the word 

―light‖ in the title?  Write 

your titles on the poster in the 

social hall. 
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Moderator 

Treasureôs Conner 

This financial update covers 

the period January through 

October 2009. 

            Total income:              

$63,846.07 

            Total ex-

penses:            $74,265.32 

  

Pledge update:  The pledge 

amount received through Oc-

tober is $41,342.00.  This is 

97% of our expected pledge 

for this period.  

  

Tables and chairs fund up-

date.  The amount in this spe-

cial on-going fundraiser is 

the same as last month 

$329.68. 

 The complete financial state-

ment is available for your re-

view in the Church Office 

during normal office hours. 



SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 
 

 

 1 

MAC 

 

Tai Chi 

3:30-5:30 

Journal 

Group  

2 

Lunch 

Bunch 

Noon 

 

Choir 

3 4 5 

 

6 

Hanging 

of greens 

after wor-

ship 

7 8 

Tai Chi 

3:30-5:30 

Journal 

Group 

7 pm 

9 

ROW  

Chapter 6 

 

Choir 

10 11 

WOW 

12 

13 

Reception 

of new 

members 

 

14 

Vitality 

Task 

Force 

6 pm 

15 

Tai Chi 

3:30-5:30 

Journal 

Group 

7 pm 

 

16 

Lunch 

Bunch 

Noon 

 

Choir 

 

17 

 

18 19 

Pageant   

rehearsal 

10 am 

20 

Christmas 

Program 

 

21 

 

22 

Tai Chi 

3:30-5:30 

Journal 

group  
7 pm 

23 24 

CHRIST-

MAS 

EVE   

Service 

11 pm 

25 

CHRIST-

MAS 

26 

27 

Reception 

of new 

members 

 

 

28 29 

Journal 

Group 

7 pm 

30 31 

4:30 am 

Peace ser-

vice in the 

sanctuary 

  

Church Office 

Hours: 

 

Carlotta: 

Tues, Wed. Thur. 

2:00 pm till...? 

 

Home: Available at 

any time if needs 

arise. 

 

Christine: 

Tues & Thurs 

3:30pm till ? 

Deacon of the 

month: 

 

Janet Foos 

December 2009 
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12/12 Harry & Luella 

 Garrett 

12/15  Memia Kennedy 

12/15 Ted Speier 

12/24 Doug & Kathy  

 Hanson 

12/25 Carylyn White 

12/26 Joe Sobolik 

12/30 William & Linda 

 Shapeero 

12/9 Dennis Bawden 

12/9 Dennis & Mary  

 Bawden 

12/10  Jim Wingo 

12/11 Heather Huber 

December 6 

Mal 3:1-4; Luke 1:68-79; 

Phil 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6                          

Make Ready 

December 13 

Zeph 3:14-20; Isa 12:2-6; 

Phil 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18  

Look Forward 

December 20                        

Micah 5:2-5a; Luke 1:46b-55 

or Ps 80:1-7; Heb 10:5-10; 

Luke 1:39-45, (46-55)                     

Moving with Maryôs  Song 

                                               

December 27                          

1 Sam 2:18-20, 26; Ps 148; 

Col 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52                      

Who is This Child  

WOW 

Will meet at Neva Sobolik’s 

on December 11 at 1:00 p.m. 

Neva will serve soup and at-

tendees are to being a salad, 

bread or dessert and a ―white 

elephant‖ for the gift ex-

change. There will again be an 

opportunity to donate $1.00 to 

the Betty Chin fund, if you so 

desire. Be sure to call Neva at 

443-3636, so there will be 

enough chairs for everyone. 
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Birthdays & Anniversaries 

December Lectionary 

RECEPTION OF NEW 

MEMBERS: 

2 Opportunities 12-13 and 

12-27. Contact Pastor, 

Carlotta if interested. 

 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

Entitled The Shepherdôs Tale-A 

Theatre Reader’s pageant for 

all generations. Pastor Carlotta 

needs people to read parts. Re-

hearsal is on Sat Dec 19th at 

10am. 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE: 

11 pm December 24 in the 

Sanctuary. 

 

PEACE PRAYER SERVICE: 

 4:30 AM December 31 in our 

Sanctuary. It is a Community 

Gathering co-hosted with Center 

for Spiritual Living. World Wide 

Prayer Service based on Green-

wich time. 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
31 

 Coffee 

House    

Sunday 

 

  

 

  1 

NEW 

YEARôS 

DAY 

2 

 

3 

 

4 5 

Tai Chi 

3:30-

5:30 

Journal 

Group 

6 

EPIPH-

ANY 

Lunch 

Bunch 

Noon 

7 8 9 

10 

Ministry 

Meeting 

Day as 

needed 

 

11 

Church     

council     

6:30 pm 

12 

Tai Chi 

3:30-

5:30 

 

13 

ROW- 

Lection-

ary 

 

Choir 

14 

 

15 16 

 

17 

 

18 

Martin 

Luther 

King Jr. 

Day 

 

19 

Tai Chi 

3:30-

5:30 

20 

Lunch 

Bunch 

Noon 

21 

Book 

Group 

7 pm 

Pastor 

Car-

22 

Planned 

Parent-

hood 

Break-

fast in 

23 

24 

Annual 

Meeting 

after the 

church 

service 

25 26 

Tai Chi 

3:30-

5:30 

27 28 29 30 

January 2010 
Church Office 

Hours: 

 

Carlotta: 

Tues, Wed. Thur. 

2:00 pm till...? 

 

Home: Available at 

any time if needs 

arise. 

 

Christine: 

Tues & Thurs 

3:30pm till ? 

Deacon of the 

month: 

 

Janet Foos 



January Lectionary 

JANUARY 3 

Jer 31:7-14; Ps 147:12-20; 

Eph 1:3-14; John 1:(1-9), 

10-18 

Close to Godôs Heart 

JANUARY 10 

Isa 43:1-7; Ps 29; Acts 8:14-

17; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

Affirmed by Love 

 

 

JANUARY 17 

Isa 62:1-5; Ps 36:5-10; I 

Cor 12:1-11; John 2:1-11 

Extravagant Sign  

 

JANUARY 24 

Neh 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Ps 19; 

I Cor 12:12-31a; Luke 4:14-

21 

Good News, Good Ways 

 

JANUARY 31 

Jer 1:4-10; Ps 71:1-6; I Cor 

13:1-13 Luke 4:21-30 

            Birthdays & Anniversaries 

1/5 Don Helton 

1/8 Lois Willson 

1/9   Keith  Andersen 

1/12 Katie Hanson 

1/19   Susan Crichton 

1/22   Zoe Ziegler 

1/23 John & Christine 

 Tomascheski 

1/25 Jean Warner 

1/28 Carol Wingo 

1/31 Rob Enge                                 

Book Group 

Will meet on Jan. 21st at 7 

pm at Pastor Carlotta’s 

home. All are invited for a 

discussion of the books Ho-

tel on the Corner of Bitter 

and Sweet by Jamie Ford 

and Sarah's Key by Tokiana 

DeRosnay 

PLANNED PARENT-

HOOD BREAKFAST:  

January 22 in Bayside—

Guest speaker Carole Jaffe, 

PhD.– Check with Pastor 

Carlotta about reservations 

ANNUAL MEETING:  

January 24th after Worship. 

This meeting will include 

discussion and possible de-

cision on the Steering Com-

mittee’s recommendations 

on Church Improvement 

projects; Passing of the 

Budget; and the Election of 

Officers. 

FOOD BANK: 

In November the congrega-

tion gave $471.00 and 80 

units to the food bank. 

Thank you for all who con-

tributed. We are so blessed 

to be able to give as we are 

able and I know the Lord 
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Nominating Committee 

If you are currently serving on 

a Church ministry and your 

term is up please let Kim 

Pinches know if you intend to 

continue in the same ministry 

or if you are interested in serv-

ing on a different one let her 

know. 

This is also the time to speak 

up if you would like to serve 

on a ministry. Any church offi-

cer can explain what the min-

istries are all about or you can 

talk to Kim Pinches who is 

serving as chair of the nomi-

nating committee. Her phone 

number is 707-476-8055 or 

you can email her at 

kimpinches@yahoo.com.Ther

e is also opportunities to serve 

as scribe or members at large 

to council. Serving on minis-

tries or the council is an excel-

lent way to strengthen ties to 

the church and to get to know 

other members of the church 

family. We have a lot of en-

ergy to face the challenges 

ahead and this is an exciting 

time please consider coming 

aboard and sharing your gifts. 

There will be council and min-

istry chair retreat in February 

(the 6th) in order to explain 

the responsibilities of the dif-

ferent ministries that the vital-

ity committee is spearheading 

so save that date. Vitality is 

the group to go to with ques-

tions regarding that event but 

it will be very helpful and we 

thank them for that. 

mailto:kimpinches@yahoo.com
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Council and Congregation 

in January.  This group will 

be hard at work over the 

holidays.  Because we are 

all very busy, there will be 

no official work party in 

December.  However, the 

weeds won't stop growing, 

and the floors will still get 

dirty, etc. There's always 

things that you can do to 

help.  I'm sure that Howard 

would love to have some 

help on Saturday morn-

ings.  Thanks to everyone 

who helps out at the Work 

parties.  Your contributions 

are much appreciated. May 

the holidays bring you 

peace and joy. 

                                             

       Doralee Smith,  Build-

ings and Grounds Chair  

Greetings from Buildings 

and Grounds, I am writing 

on Thanksgiving eve amid a 

flurry of holiday prepara-

tions. 

One would hope that things 

would be winding down for 

Buildings and Grounds as  

we head into the holi-

days.  However, there's 

much to be done to prepare 

for the annual meeting 

on January 25th.   

I met with a contractor re-

cently to determine what we 

need to do to upgrade the 

Sanctuary bathroom, so that 

it is accessible, and more 

comfortable for everyone.   

The newly formed Steering 

committee met last Sun-

day.  Our mission is to pri-

oritize all of the mainte-

nance and remodeling pro-

jects that are being contem-

plated and to present our  

recommendations to the 

Huber Wallaker’s parents, 

Enisha Clark, Pat Ritacco 

(Janet Foo’s sister), Grance 

Copper (Mary Bawden’s 

aunt), Harry and Luella 

Garrett. 

 

Please keep the following 

people in prayer:  

Danielle Cochlear, Sabrina, 

Susan Burger & Family, 

Jane & Glenn Griffith, 

Doug Hanson, Libby Yee’s 

parents in Honolulu, Mary 
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Greetings from Buildings and Grounds 

Into your hands, O God 

 We have a new calendar for 

2010 in the fellowship hall. 

The Fellowship committee 

would appreciate if every-

one could check this new 

calendar and sign up on an 

open Sunday to bring some-

thing good and special to 

share with family and 

friends. 

Coffee Hour 



Serving in Worship for 

December 

Deacon of the 

Month:          Michele Fell-

Casale  

Sunday, December 6th 

(Communion Sunday) 

Greeter:         Neva Sobolik 

Reader:            Lew Norton 

Children's Sermon:    

Roberta Duggan 

Acolyte:       Emma Pinches 

Ushers:           Stan and Phil 

Smith-Hanes, Libby Yee, 

Howard Willson 

Communion Servers: Lois 

Willson, Rafael Leon, Janet 

Foos, Judie Norton 

Sunday, December 13th: 

Greeter:            Rafael Leon 

Reader:           Janet Griffith 

Children's Sermon:       The 

Pitts Family 

Acolyte:      Jordan Schmidt 

Ushers:         Reg Kennedy, 

Tom Schmidt 

Sunday, December 20th: 

Greeter:          Pete Vallerga 

Reader:           Judie Norton 

Children's Sermon:      Kim 

Pinches 

Acolyte:    Jennifer Schmidt 

Ushers:         Dexter Luther, 

Libby Yee 

Sunday, December 27th: 

Greeter:                Sharolyn 

Hutton 

Reader:        Fred Jewett, Jr. 

Children's Sermon:    Mich-

ele Fell-Casale 

Acolyte:       Emma Pinches 

Ushers:           Judie Norton, 

Lew Norton  

 

Serving in Worship in Janu-

ary:  

Deacon of the 

Month:               Janet Foos 

Sunday, January 3rd 

(Communion Sunday) 

Greeter:          Janet Griffith 

Reader:     Heather Wallaker 

Children's Sermon:      The 

Pitts Family 

Acolyte:    Jennifer Schmidt 

Ushers:  Pete Vallerga, Dex-

ter Luther, Kim Pinches, 

Rafael Leon 

Communion Servers:    Lois 

Willson, Michele Fell-

Casale, Libby Yee, Sharolyn 

Hutton 

Sunday, January 10th 

Greeter:            Rafael Leon 

Reader:  Michele Fell-

Casale 

Children's Sermon:      Ted 

Adams 

Acolyte:     Jordan Schmidt 

Ushers:         Reg Kennedy, 

Tom Schmidt 

Sunday, January 17th: 

Greeter:          Pete Vallerga 

Reader:           Judie Norton 

Children's Sermon:      Kim 

Pinches 

Acolyte:    Jennifer Schmidt 

Ushers:         Dexter Luther, 

Libby Yee 

Sunday, January 24th: 

Greeter:                 Sharolyn 

Hutton 

Reader:         Fred Jewett, Jr. 

Children's Ser-

mon:               Michele Fell-

Casale 

Acolyte:       Emma Pinches 

Ushers:           Judie Norton, 

Lew Norton 

Sunday, January 31st: 

(Coffee House Sunday) 

Greeter:      Howard Willson 

Reader: Mary Huber Wal-

laker 

Children's Ser-

mon:      Meredith Vanden-

Branden 

Acolyte:    Jennifer Schmidt 

Ushers:   Stan Smith-Hanes, 

Phil Smith-Hanes 
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Serving in Worship for December & January 
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email to eurekaucc@att.net. 

You can also send an email 

to me at adam49ric@yahoo. 

com letting us know if you 

desire the newsletter via 

email, regular mail or both. 

In addition the email news-

letter will be in color as op-

posed to black and white for 

the regular mail. 

This newsletter can be sent 

via email instead of snail 

mail. This would get you 

the newsletter faster and 

same some money in post-

age. You can let the office 

know via phone or send an 

any feedback for Council 

or a subject that you would 

like to bring to the Coun-

cil for discussion, please 

talk with Lew or Rafael.   

They are always available 

to listen to you and com-

Lew Norton and Rafael 

Leon are currently serving 

on our Church Council 

as Members-at-Large.  As 

liaisons, their role is to rep-

resent the congregation on 

any issues of interest or 

concern.  If you have 

municate your interests 

and concerns to the Coun-

cil.   
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Newsletter 

2009 Treat and Talent Exceeds Goals 

News from Church Council: Meet Your Members-at-Large 

Treat and Talent was a tremen-

dous success!  As of Novem-

ber 23, 2009, though not all of 

the costs have been deducted, 

the amount raised was 

$7,583.38.  Thus, we will ex-

ceed our goal of $5,500.00.  It 

was through the combined ef-

forts of the entire congregation 

that made this a successful 

fundraiser.  A special thanks 

goes to Janet Foos for over-

seeing the silent action, Dora-

lee Smith for organizing the 

Dutch auction, Howard and 

Rob for preparing the spa-

ghetti sauce, Sarah Mathew 

for managing the kitchen staff 

Saturday night.  Then there 

were the "behind the scene" 

individuals who helped with 

setup and cleanup, did the 

shopping, helped in the 

kitchen, and sold tickets.  A 

special thanks to the youth 

who waited on tables.  I espe-

cially thank those who do-

nated items for the two actions 

and those who purchased the 

items as without you the fund-

raiser would not have been a 

great success.  Again thanks to 

everyone 
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FORWARDING SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

Eureka  First Congregational  

United Church of Christ 

At First Congregational United Church of 

Christ we gather to worship God. We know 

ourselves as a Christian community through 

worship, learning, fellowship, and service. 

As part of the Body of Christ, we seek to 

express, receive, and share spiritual 

wholeness, strengthen our knowledge of 

God’s love for us and for all people, cherish 

individuality, and to be aware of and 

respond to the needs of all God’s people 


