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Advent has begun and boughs of It is a wonderful
with the first Sun- greenery. Come way to remember
day of Advent join us on Decem- the true joy of

celebrated on No- ber 8" If you can Christmas with the
vember 28. This bring some boughs birth of our Savior.
Is such a festive of greenery to
time of year as we church ahead of
prepare for the  time, it would
birth of Jesus! really be appreci-
Different families ated.

will be lighting

the Advent can-
dles each Sunday
to highlight the

Janet

The children will

be doing some
singing during this

: . festive season, and
diversity of our  ha sanctuary choir
congregation. will have some

On Sunday, De- wonderful music to
cember 8, we share. We hope to
will celebrate the have some special We will be selling
Hanging of the instrumental music poinsettias again
Greens. Thisis a tooi if you would this year for 10.00
festive time after like to participate, each. This is a fund-
church when we talk to Larry. raiser for the church
will enjoy some  ~pristmas eve at  @nd we make about
refreshments 11:00 will be the  $4.00 per poinsettia.
while we decorate traditional Christ-  Please order early.
the tree in the Fel- We will have order
lowship Hall and forms available
prepare the Sanc- i1 around as we  SOON- See Kim
tuary for Christ- sing Silent Night. Pinches with ques-
mas with wreaths tions about this

Poinsettia sales:

mas eve service,
ending with candles
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ON/THIS|DAY OURISAVIOR|WASIBORN 1 Ted Adams, Editor




Pastor s Vi ew

This year the weekend of
Thanksgiving and the first Sun-
day of Advent are joined to-
gether and we find ourselves off
and running towards the celebra-
tion of the gift of the birth of Je-
sus. | am writing this as | pre-
pare to head south for Thanks-
giving dinner with family and a
week of vacation; dinner with
family, watching my grandchil-
dren enjoy Disneyland, being in
Healdsburg for Tamra and
Robynds dance
round out a wonderful week.

p

| am looking forward to being
in the pulpit again on Sunday,
Dec. 13th and preaching on story
of Mary as she prepares for the
birth of her child. Christmas en-
courages us to look at the things
God is birthing into our own
lives, creative and life changing
events. Our congregation is in
the birthing process as we antici-
pate and prepare for the year
ahead and the challenges of
moving forward from our 150th
celebration. On Sunday, Dec.
20th, | hope we can tell the
Christmas story through a
Chri st mas
Shepherdbés Star
quire adults as well as our chil-
dren reading parts and everyone
singing the songs of Christmas.
Then we will be ready for the
beautiful candlelight service on
Christmas Eve as we celebrate
Godds entering
through the baby Jesus.

This is the season when the
world works to pull us to the ma-
terial side of Christmas and
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¢ Larry (and Katri) for the time

away from the celebration of the
wonderful gift of Jesus who

grew up and became the Christ.
Our job as faithful Christians tell
the story of God coming into our
world through the birth of Jesus.

our souls. Itis a privilege to
work with such a talented and
supportive staff.

From all of your staff to all of
you, we wish you a very blessed
and meaningful Christmas and
| am thankful for the Advent  New Year
season that reminds us to prepart
for the days to come. As we
head into the New Year we have
the opportunity to gather with
people throughout the world all
praying for peace at the same
time. Our time is 4:30 a.m. on
December 31st. This will take
place in our Sanctuary and we
will co-host with the Center for
Spiritual Living, we provide the
space and they provide the pro-
gram and refreshments. | will be
speaking on peace from our .
Christian perspective and others ;
will speak from their faith tradi-
tion. We hosted last year and it
was a very wonderful and beau-
tiful time to be in our Sanctuary
and share the importance of be-
ing mindful and prayerful of
peacemaking.

Pastor Carlotta

r

As | head into this New Year,
| wish to express my thankful-
ness for the staff that blesses my,
" ministry. Christine, our Office

Manager, is a wealth of ability,
talent and stamina. | appreciate
her style and positive attitude
that keeps our office and church
life humming. | appreciate

and energy that is spent to make
our worship meaningful and
beautiful and the wonderful tal-
ent that they share so graciously
with us. Their music nourishes
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Moderator

iJesus, L i g ht nothisgoal, nor would it de-light within us.
scribe his life. Vitality truly Be Light! Sharolyn
Sunlight is streaminginthe descr i bes Chr n d

windows bringing light and  light continues to shine, eve P.S. Just for fun:
warmth and, for just this mo- in the darkness and cold of How many songs can you

ment, contentment. Soon, thwinter. think of in the next thirty sec-

sun will drop just low enoughWe ,  Chr i st 0s ondsthatcontainthe word e -

to continue giving light, but  flect that light. Thevitality Al i ght 0 i n t he

the warmth will be gone. of our ministries at First your titles on the poster in the
Congregational United social hall.

Even later, the sun will drop Church of Christ brings
from sight and the night and warmth and light to our com
cold will descend, reminding munity. As the Navajo Night
us that it really is winter. WilChant says,
contentment remain? wi t hin, |  wall

a new decade in this, the*21
Jesus was born into a dark century, let us walk together
world and contentment was conscious of the vitality and

Treasureds Conner

This financial update coversdate The amount in this speThe complete financial state-
the period January through cial ongoing fundraiser is ment is available for your re-

October 2009. the same as last month view in the Church Office
Total income: $329.68. during normal office hours.
$63,846.07
Total ex-

penses: $74,265.32

Pledge updateThe pledge
amount received through Oc-
tober is $41,342.00This is
97% of our expected pledge
for this period.

Tables and chairs fund up-
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