February 2010 ASH WEDNESDAY AND LENTEN SERIES

February 17, Com- Community Soup & March 17"

bined Ash Wednes- Worship Lenten Se-TBA

day Service with Firsries ;

Christian Church.  Feb. 24' March 24"

Soup & Bread Suppe First Congregational First Methodist Church
in Social Hall 6 p.m.; UCC 6 p.m. (we are

7 p.m. Traditional  hosting) See Deacon article for
service of ashes and more details about
the burning potin ~ March 3¢ Lenten services.
Sanctuary. Calvary Lutheran

Church
See Deacon article
for more details March 10"
about Lenten ser-  First Presbyterian
vices. Church

Imagine

The Vitality Task Force Come share the joy of: the number of people
will be presentindrhe actively participating in
Secret Life of Ministry 1 INNOVATIVE the life of the church.
on Saturday February 6y MINISTRY Presentation by:
2010 from 9:00 amto 1 ATTRACTING Pastor Carlotta, Sharo-
12:30 pm. 1 GROWTH lyn Hutton, Janet Foos,
There will be a full 1 INTENSIVE Phil SmitkHanes, Dora-
breakfast to startthe ¢ NEW lee Smith, Rafael Leon
seminar atthe Plaza 1 ENGAGEMENT and Roberta Duggan.

Grill View Room in the

Jacoby Storehouse, Ar-Join the Vitality Task

cata. Force as we continue
our quest to increase

A monthly publication of Eureka First Con-
gregational United Church of Christ

1900 Hodgson Street Eureka, Ca 95503
1(707) 4455488
i Carlotta Vallerga, Pastor

9 Ted Adams, Editor
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Pastor 0s
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February is a mixed month of litur-
gical themes. For the first two
weeks, but only one Sunday, we
are in the season of Epiphany after
which we start the season of Lent.
The comment was made at choir
LIN} OGAOS aoOl yQiu
QLA LKIyes GKS as
The thought of entering Lent
seemed to bring on an image of
darkness and gloom; but then we
remembered that every Sunday in
Lent is a small Easter. While Lent
calls us to a time of inward reflec-
tion and a journey of spiritual
growth, we are reminded we do

not do this alone. We are re-
minded that we embark on this
Lenten journey with stories,

prayers and companions that will
LINE GARS GKS 3IATha
K2y Seé¢ G2
days of questions and reflection.
When we gather on Sunday morn-
Ay3as 4SS gAft NBT
22dz2NySe yR OSt So
presence as we journey toward
Easter.
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Your journey this year can be en-
riched by participation in the Ash
Wednesday Service and the com-
munity Lenten series. Ash Wednes-
day will bring us together for a
soup supper meal and then wor-
ship in our Sanctuary. Every
Wednesday evening during Lent we
will gather at other congregations
for the same type of meal and ser-
vice. Our congregation is hosting
the first gathering on February 94
which means we must provide ten
or twelve kettle of soup and lots of
bread to feed everyone who comes
as well as planning and leading the
half hour worship service. The

schedule for those five weeks can
be found on another page of this
newsletter.

The image | suggest us is for this
season of Lent is the image of a
door, for doors open and lead us to
LX  0Sa 6S KI @SyQ
which can bring us spiritual growth.
Doors can also close which can
cause pain or distress but the clos-
ing can open a door to bring heal-
ing. | will draw from author, Joyce
w dzLJLJQ aOpénzh2 Daxnrin this
season of Lent as we strive to open
the door of our hearts in order to
grow in our faith and discover new
understandings of ourselves.

This week | experienced the closing
of a door that gave me concern for

Y 2 dzNA a K the welltbeing of our community. |

attended a Clergy for Choice meet-
ing at Planned Parenthood and dis-
covered that St. Joseph Hospital €
K& adzyAy@riaSReY:
hood to be part of the Community
Health Fair therefore closing the
door to an important part of our
communities options for health
care. | can understand that PP
does not meet the mission and the-
ology of the Catholic faith, but this
is a community event put on the
only hospital in the Eureka commu-
nity. | believe that Catholic theol-
ogy cannot dictate our health and
care options. PP does a great deal
of work in the area of education,
mother/daughter and father/son
classes, parenting classes for new
parents, medical tests and mam-
mograms for women. To exclude
these from the health fair because
the Bishop in Santa Rosa decided to
exclude them is a tremendous loss

and weakens the health of our
community. We must work to
push the door back open.

We are called to bring light into the
darkness; may our light shine
brightly.

Blessings,

Pastor Carlotta
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Reflections on Wednesday for
February 6 p.m. in the Narthex; a
light dinner will be served

February 3rd: Lectionary Study

February 10th: Acts Bible Study.
Please read Acts 8:28.
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Moderator

[ ATSQA Ly dSNE&SOlministries. Just as we discussed
in our most recent Coffee House
Service, there is no part of the
body that is not important to its
functioning. We need every per-
son in our fellowship to prayer-
fully and logically consider this
particular intersection. Based or
the input from the informal con-
gregational meeting following the
service on Jan. 31, the steering
committee will offer a definite
plan for financing needed renove
tions and repairs at aongrega-
As a fellowship striving to follow  tional meeting immediately after
the teaChingS of Christ, we know the service on February 7With
we are not unique in makingsuch S GSNE2y $Qa ONSB I Congregational T
decisions-- historical markers do  mjitment, we will determine our

exist. Even Jesus reached an inter pest route. Meeting
section when he had to decide

whether to go forward with his Christ told his disciples he would ;g Sunday, Feb. 7th we will

. : be with them always, even to the .
try. Hek hat ted ’
ministry. e KNew wha awalte end of the age. (Matt. 28:20). be voting on the proposal for

him, but today we worship to- We are among his disciples to- building and grounds repairs
gether because he chose to take , . .

. day, so as we journey into the and Improvements. Last Sun-
the road to Jerusalem. His early A NP P
followers had to make difficult [Syusy askazyz> day, Jan. 31 the congrega- | i
choices and the people in the early :“]'\(Ij‘E Y:‘ a Sd F'Y'R D2 Ftion took a straw vote which
churches often struggled with €ads us forward on our Journ€y. jndjcated they were in ready
keeping their fellowships unitgd in In Christian love, to approve Priority List 1 and
sharing the love of (E]O%_ A_g";"” aNC gharolyn a $75,000 credit line. Now it
again in Scripture, the disciples is time to move ahead and
wrote to those early Christians to . . . .
G4t 208 2y8 Fy2dKE .make the decision official. It
other,... work together, ... be one is important for every mem-
body,... travel together on the p ber to come this Sunday and
same road ...work together,... pray _ vote. As a congregation, God
u zlj'bs u F_E_S ':'IDS Firet ¢ 2 o 'has given us a beautiful cam-
could be writing to us at First Con- ' : :
gregational United Church of o LA pus Whlch requires upkeep.
] KNRadG Fa 68 aS&&wh - . JGOd requires us as a congre-

(R &) gation to be good stewards of

what we have been given (1

Cor. 4:2).

In past issues, | have written about
our journey together and about
detours and sign posts along the
way. We have reached another
intersection in the life of our
church as we consider together
the future of our facilities. We
must decide whether to go for-
ward and somehow find the
money for needed repairs, stay put
and hope for the best, or go in an-
other direction, yet unknown.

in being good stewards of our
buildings and grounds and main-
taining and expanding our many
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