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The Window Newsle

Welcome Ron Buford

lunch to be put on by
the fellowship commit-
tee following the morn-
ing worship service.
This will be a great op-
portunity to come and
enjoy some fellowship
with Ron, to introduce
yourself and welcome

him to our community.
The members of First

Congregational
United Church of
Christ are looking
forward to Ronald
Buford’s arrival in
Eureka. He will as-
sume pastoral duties
for the summer while
Pastor Carlotta
Vallerga is on sab-
batical. Buford has
led several work-
shops in Eureka and
is looking forward to
an entire summer on
the North Coast. He
arrived on Monday
May 30th. The first
service which Ron
will preach will be on
the 5th of June.
Come and hear Ron
preach followed by a
welcoming potluck

Buford has most re-
cently served as the
Director of Develop-
ment for the Northern
California Nevada Con-
ference of the United
Church of Christ, as
well as being the Vi-
sioning Consultant to
the United Reformed
Church of London,
United Kingdom. He is
also one of the authors
of the “Still Speaking
Writers’ Group” which
publishes on-line daily
devotionals. Prior to
his work with the de-
nomination, Buford
was the President and
CEO of National Elec-
tronic Archive of Ad-
vance Directives and,
prior to that, Pres. And

CEO of Form+Function
Info. Systems.

Adding to the summer
excitement, will be the
display of four of Joan
Rosko’s paintings. They
are “Earth”, “Wind”,
“Water” and “Fire”.
These will be incorpo-
rated into the Pentecost
service on June 12. Ser-
vices begin at 10:30 every
Sunday and all are wel-

come.
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PASTOR’S VIEW

Let the journey begin! It is time
to start the journey of my sabbatical
and Ron Buford’s ministry with
us. Our NCNC annual meeting this
past weekend helped set the tone
and style as we moved the confer-
ence into a time of transition and
change. Conference Minister, Rev.
Mary Susan Gast, has retired and we
welcomed our new Conference Min-
ister, Rev. Phil Hart. The keynote
speaker, Rev. Davita McCallister
(Rev. Day) spoke about the differ-
ence between a trip and a jour-
ney. A trip is when you start at a
certain point and your trip brings
you back full circle to the same spot
from which you left; it is a round
trip. A journey takes you to a new
point, you never come back to ex-
actly where you were or who you
were; you are transformed. Transi-
tions and transformation means
change and we were invited to em-
brace our work of stirring up our
gifts and told to “put a little some-
thing on it.” You don’t have to have
all the answers, just add a little
something to the pot.

This summer time of my sabbati-
cal and Ron’s ministry with us is a
journey for when September comes
and | return, we will discover that
we are not in the same place as
when we started. During the sum-
mer months you will have stirred up
the gifts of this congregation and
looked at new possibilities and ways
that our ministry might expand or
change. You will have experienced
a difference in worship services and

preaching and leadership and out
of that will come new ideas for the
future. | challenge you to remem-
ber the things that you loved and
would like to try again and of
course those things that didn’t
work for you or the congregation.
When | return we will spend the
first week or so reconnecting and
talking about where the journey
took the congregation and what
that will look like in the future.

On my part, | will also be on the
journey, exploring worship in vari-
ous settings, taking care of my per-
sonal life and allowing God to re-
fresh my spirit. The journey will be
mainly here in Eureka as | put my
house back together, enjoy chil-
dren, grandchildren and gradua-
tions, along with some short trips
to Santa Rosa and Ashland. Our
big trip is in August to France with
some extra days in Paris. | will be
reminding myself that this is a
journey and to let the journey un-
fold and trust in the process
(sometimes easier said than done).

| will look forward to returning
in September when we will re-
connect our journeys and dis-
cover where we have been, and
where the Spirit is leading us. |
will leave the pastoring up to
Ron, but will continue to hold
this congregation and all of you
in my prayers.

| am sure you will welcome
Ron and help him get adjusted
to this new ministry which he is
undertaking. He tooison a
journey, realizing that his time
here will change him in ways he
has not expected but will pre-
pare him in new ways for his
continuing journey in ministry.

So | say again, “Let The Jour-
ney Begin!”

Love and blessings,

Pastor Carlotta
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Moderator

Excitement In the Air

Carlotta is taking a well-deserved
sabbatical, Ron Buford is here to
work with us for the summer, Vital-
ity and the Diaconate have been
planning, Fellowship has scheduled
several fun activities, and we are
going to be busy, busy, busy. Joan
Rosko has given us permission to
use some of her paintings during
Pentecost as visual thought provok-
ers and Ron will bring his own way
(s) of doing things. We will all be
asked to share in the ministry of
First Congregational UCC in new
ways during the remainder of the
year.

There was not enough time to share
some of the interesting findings
about Stephen’s ongoing witness
during the May 22 service, so here
they are. Stephen was the first rec-
ognized Christian martyr and often
is pictured holding three stones and
the martyr’s palm. His namein
Greek, Stefanos, may be translated
as “crown” and from his death we
get the phrase “crown of martyrs.”

It is believed he was young at the
time of his death, which would
make the responsibility he was
given to care for the widows and
orphans among the Greek believ-
ers even more amazing. Decem-
ber 26 is his feast day and is a
holiday in some countries. There
are literally hundreds of churches
and towns named St. Stephen.
There is at least one ballpark with
that name and there is an island
with a church in the Jua area of
India named for him in Portu-
guese.

Blessings,

Sharolyn

Faithfully Walking

Hi Church Family —

We have walked almost 3500 miles
since we started our Faithfully
Walking Challenge with the UCC on
March 1. The first leg of the chal-
lenge is over in mid-June — let’s see
if we can walk 5000 miles by then!
Either see me at church to let me
know how many steps you walked,
how far you walked, or home many

miles you walked or ran, and | will
keep the totals. Of course you may
also e-mail your walking by reply-
ing to this e-mail.

Thanks —and happy walking!

Janet

THE WINDOWS NEWSLETTER

Page 3



Buildings and Grounds

WOW

Buildings and Grounds News

We have been hard at work weed-
ing, mowing, and string trim-
ming. There's still lots to do, but
we do what we can. In addition to
the general maintenance and up-
keep, we have two major projects
in the works.

1. Improve the drainage in the pre-
school yard. Tom Schmidt is willing
to do the work this summer, if we
can come up with the funds for
pipe and gravel.

2. Remodel the Sanctuary bath-
room. We intend to apply for a
grant to fund most of this pro-
ject. Sharolyn and | will be attend-

ing a grant writing workshop on
June 1st.

Our next meeting will be on Tues-
day June 7th at 5:00 p.m. in the

narthex.

Submitted by Doralee Smith, chair

Women of Wisdom will have our
luncheon meeting on Friday June
17 at 1:00 pm at the Bayfront Res-
taurant in Eureka. Please call Linda
Shapeero @ 768-3287 if you plan
to attend so she can make reserva-
tions. These are always interesting
times of fellowship. Hope you can
come this time !!

Linda Shapeero

Treasurer’ s

Treasurer’'s Cor

By Reg Kennedy

This financial update covers the
period January through April 2011.
Total in-

$26,330.85
Total ex-
penses: $30,115.61

come:

Pledge update: The pledge amount
received through April is
$19,701.75. This is 94% of the ex-
pected pledge.

Mabklas and chairs fund up-
date. Thereis $67.05 in the
fund. Same as last month.

Imagine Building Fund 2010 up-
date. There is $5,107.32 in this
fund from your pledges and the
monthly raffle.

A reminder...please make it clear

on your offering check or envelope

what portion of your offering goes
towards your annual pledge and

what part goes towards your Imag-

ine Building Fund pledge.

The complete financial statement
is available for your review in the
Church Office during normal office
hours.

o)
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Deacons

September Play

News from the Deacons’ Ministry

During these summer months of
June, July and August as well as
part of September, we as a congre-
gation will have an opportunity to
minister and share our gifts in dif-
ferent ways as Ron Buford comes
to serve as our summer pastor while
Pastor Carlotta is on Sabbatical. It
will be different in many ways, not
only having someone pastor to us
for a season of Sundays, but to lead
us in considering different ways of
doing ministry.

As I attended the NCNC conference
a few weeks ago, the Rev. Phil Hart
spoke about the journey for the
NCNC churches to consider new
ideas and ways of ministry and out-
reach. This is not only in the social
ways of outreach, but outreach in
telling others in our communities
about the message of inclusion and
God still speaking. He is also inter-
ested in our own spiritual welfare
as we travel on this new journey.
Certainly we have a great opportu-
nity to consider some of Rev.
Hart’s ideas as we start a new sum-
mer of adventure with Ron.

Ron comes to us with a lot of good
1deas, which we as the deacons will
be assisting him with. It may not be
easy at times, and we may find a bit
of adjustment to make, but the chal-
lenge for all of us, and for those of
us who are deacons, is to see how
God is speaking to each of us as
Ron serves us as our summer Pas-
tor.

It will be good for all of us to listen
and hear what is being expressed,
serve with love and joy, and con-

sider possibly putting some things
down as to likes and dislikes for
discussion later. We as your dea-
cons will be available to answer
any questions and hear any con-
cerns expressed as we embark on
this summer journey.

In every journey, there is an ele-
ment of surprise and an element of
trepidation in setting out. But each
journey has some wonderful sur-
prises around each corner. As your
deacons we will be available to as-
sist in any way as we all walk this
journey together.

The deacons will be continuing to
work on some exciting things for
the fall which we will keep you up-
dated on. In the meantime, let us
begin our journey with each of us
knowing that God will be speaking
to us in exciting ways this summer.

Ted Adams

Into The Woods with music and
lyrics by Stephen Sondheim is the
play that the Church has “bought
the house” for this season. It is a
“fractured fairytale.” When a Baker
and his wife learn they’ve been
cursed with childlessness by the
witch next door, they embark on a
quest for the special objects re-
quired to break the spell. What be-
gins as a lively irreverent fantasy
becomes a moving lesson about
community responsibility and the
stories we tell our children. We will
selling tickets for Saturday night
September 17. More to follow as
the date approaches.

VOLUME 1, ISSUE 1
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Christian Education

As summer approaches,
Christian Ed would like to invite
members of the congregation to
consider leading the children in an
activity on a summer Sunday.
Summer Sundays are informal, and
open to lots of fun possibilities.
You might lead the children in a
sing-along, lead a nature walk, do
some birding, or work on nature-
based art and/or photography. If
you’re interested, please speak
with Meredith.

Speaking of summer, here
are the camp dates for 2011.
Scholarships are available!

July 10-16: Caz Junior High
(grades 7-9)

July 17-23: Caz Senior High
(grades 10-12)

July 24-28: Caz Kids (grades
2-4)

July 24-30: Caz Junior
(grades 5-6)

July 24-30: Tam Junior/

Junior High (grades 5-8)

July 31-Aug 6th: Tam Senior High
(grades 9-12)

Aug 12th-14th:  Caz Adult Spiri-
tual Retreat (ages 18+)

Katri

Fellowship

June Gloom? How about June
Bloom!

Your Fellowship Ministry is ex-
cited about a flowering of events
for the month of June. In addition
to our monthly birthday celebration,
the first Sunday of the month - June
5 - will feature a Welcome to the
Redwoods Potluck for our guest
pastor Ron Buford. The second
Sunday of the month, June 12, will
be our celebration of Pentecost.

The third Sunday (June 19) is also
the Third Sunday of the Third
Month, and you know what that
means - a special Fellowship
event! This time our theme is
"Papa Was a Bowling Stone" and
we'll be gathering at Harbor Lanes
at 3 p.m. for a fun afternoon of
throwing strikes and spares. Mich-
ele Fell-Casale will have a sign-up

sheet for participants!

June 19 also happens to be Father's
Day, and that means the ladies of
the church will be treating us to a
special Manly Meal for coffee
hour. Can't wait to see what they
come up with!

As a reminder, please sign up for
coffee hour treats over the sum-
mer. We need folks to supply
goodies beginning on June 26 and
through the months of July & Au-
gust when several Fellowship mem-
bers will be on vacation. Never
fear, though - at least one of us will
be around to make the coffee and
assist with clean-up.

Summer blessings!
Phil Smith-Hanes

Even further ahead: Asyou're
planning your summer vacation,
remember to be in town on August
21 for California Sunday.

June 5th Potluck

The potluck for June 5th is for the
congregation to welcome Ron Bu-
ford to minister with us this sum-
mer. The is a potluck where each
one of our congregation is to bring
a dish for the potluck. Drinks and
other items will be provided by the
Fellowship committee.
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Announcements

Now that Henry Willey has moved If anyone would like to assist Ron would be appreciated as well.

to Silvercrest he can no longer Buford with gift cards for grocer-
walk to Church on Sundays. If you ies or eating out, you can bring
are able to help him our with them by the church office or give
transportation to Church pleases them to any of the deacons and
call or email him at healthwell- we will make sure Ron receives

nessl@live.com or call him at 707 them. This will help Ron with his

-267-8266. Thank you very much. board and will give us all an op-
portunity to assist him as he is
staying here with us. If anyone
would like to invite him for a
home-cooked meal, | am sure that

Birthdays and Anniversaries

6/5 Kathy Hanson 6/18 Libby Yee
6/6  Katri Pitts 6/20 Rafael Leon and Ted Ad-
ams

6/9 Reg & Memia Kennedy
6/9 Sara Richards

6/12 Larry & Katri Pitts
6/13 Stan Smith-Hanes
6/14  Chris Miller

6/16 Laura McEwen

6/20 Mary Snowden
6/26 Jordan Schmidt
6/27 Tom & Janet Foos

Looking Ahead

June 17th—WOW at the Bayfront  September 17th — “Into the as well. Itis never too early to
Restaurant. RSVP Linda Shapeero  Woods” play at North Coast Rep think about what each of us can
sponsored by the church contribute to insure a great time.

Summer Camping— Dates to be an-
nounced. Now is the time to start  October 22nd—Treat and Talent
thinking about summer camp for Remember to start thinking about
the kids. what you can contribute to this
year’s Treat and Talent. It has been
outstanding the last few years
September 10— PRIDE Parade and this year should be excellent

August 21st—California Sunday

- ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
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June 2011

Church Office
Hours: SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI
1 2 3 4
Ron Buford: W ROW
Tues, Wed. Thur. g 2 . Lectionary
10 a.m. till noon X j v 6 pm
v -, Choi
o ISt e o
Home: Available at THE COMFORTER HAS COME U pm
any time if needs
arise.
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
.. Commun- TaiChi  Qutreach Vitality
Christine: ion Sunday MAC 1PM@ 6:30PM
Wed Ron Buford Stan’s
5 pm—_8:30 pm Welcome ROW
and Potluck Stud
uay
Kim 6 PM
Tues & Thurs
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
10am-12 pm Pentecost  PFLAG Tai Chi FOGG School Church
Sunday 6:30 PM Noon Ends Improve-
(TBA) WOow ment Day
ROW 9:30to
6 PM AA
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Fat he Council Electrical ROW
Day 6:30 PM Work Study
Tai Chi 6 PM
26 27 28 29
Tai Chi ROW
Deacon of the Study
Month: 6 PM

Janet Foos




June Lectionary

June 5

Acts 1:6-14; Ps 68:1-10, 32-35;
| Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11; John 17: 1-
11

Spirit of Witness
June 12

Acts 2:1-21 or Num 11:24-30; Ps
104:24-34, 35b; | Cor 12:3b-13 or
Acts 2:1-21; John 20:19-23 or John

7:37-39 89:1-4, 15-18; Rom 6:12-23; Matt

Pentecost Sunday 10: 40-42
June19—F at her ' s

Gen 1:1-2:4a; Ps 8; 2 Cor 13:11-13;
Matt 28:16-20

This is Good
June 26
Gen 22:1-4; Ps 13 or Jer 28:5-9; Ps

Da é—/oly Welcome

June Serving Schedule

Deacon of the Month: Janet Foos

Sunday, June 5 (Communion Sun-
day)

Greeters: Sara Pillow, Mary
Bawden

Reader: Kim Pinches

Children's Sermon: The Pitts
Family

Acolyte: Jordan Schmidt
Communion Servers: Fred Jewett,
Michelle Fell-Casale, Judie Norton,
Rafael Leon

Ushers: Howard Willson, Sharolyn
Hutton

Coffee Hour: Welcome Potluck for
Ron Buford

Sunday, June 12:

Greeters: Sara Pillow, Howard
Willson

Reader: Sharolyn Hutton

Children's Sermon: Meredith Van-

denBranden

Acolyte: Emma Pinches
Ushers: Lew Norton, Dexter Lu-
ther

Coffee Hour: Stan and Phil

Sunday, June 19
Greeters: Michelle Fell-Casale, Stan
Smith-Hanes

Reader: Mary Snowden
Children's Sermon: Kim Pinches
Acolyte: Jenifer Schmidt

Ushers: Leslie Leach, Tom

Schmidt

Coffee Hour: Women of the church

(Father ' s

Day) :

Sunday June 26

Greeters: Sara Pillow, Judie Norton
Reader: Leslie Leach

Chi | dr e n Michel& €l-mo
Casale

Acolyte: Jordan Schmidt

Ushers: Phil Smith-Hanes, Doralee
Smith

Coffee Hour:

Please call the deacon of the
month if you are unable to serve
on your scheduled day. Thank you.

nurturing God’s gifts
for the Church

and the world

THE WINDOWS NEWSLETTER
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Deacon’ s
Addresses

P h d E - |
one anf® =M¢pread The Love

Here is the list of the deacons
phone and email numbers so that
any of us can be accessed when a
need arises.

Ted Adams 707-633-5226
cell: 707-599-7562
adam49ric@yahoo.com

Jim Falls cell: 707-299-8895
mcenfalz@humboldtl.com

Janet Foos 707-443-4215
cell:707-845-7591
janet.foos@gmail.com

Kathy Hanson 707-764-5519
cell: 707-267-4238
hansondoug@hotmail.com

Judie Norton  707-445-1791
cell:707-703-9009
jnorton@humboldtl.com

Libby Yee 707-443-6055
l-yee@sbcglobal.net

Lois Willson 707-445-3726

Spreadthe

Strengthen the Church Offering

On Pentecost Sunday, June 12,
2011, there will be a Strengthen Our
Church, ‘Spread the Love’ special
mission offering. Strengthen the
church is the UCC’s annual offering
to help build our denominational
future. Our gifts go to our Northern

Outreach and Social Justice

California Nevada Conference as
well as Local Church ministries, and
the Still speaking Ministry which
helps to foster new leaders, invigo-
rate congregations and grow the
UCC’s presence as a community of
extravagant welcome.

Newsletter Reminder

Just a reminder that the next news-
letter will be a combined July-
August edition. Those who are
chairs for each ministry needs to
plan their articles for both months
when the time comes to email
them. Please remember to put
down on your calendar that the
next articles should be in by the
25th of June.

Thanks

PFLAG

Parents, Families and Friends of Leshians and Gays

PFLAG monthly meeting will be at
6:30 PM on Monday, June 13th in
the Social Hall. If you can please
come and help us as we help oth-

ers. If you can’t come, please re-
member us in prayer.

CHINN SHOWER PROJECT
We have baskets in the Social Hall
every Sunday to collect individual
use toiletries and any size towels
and washcloths.

that
aGocl’s glory
may clwel}l land

inour
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MONTHLY VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY Scrip

MAC :The Multiple Assistance Cen- Maybelle Luther the Sunday before gramember that Scrip is available each
ter at 2413 2nd St., Eureka, serves ] Sunday and is the no-cost to you

families with children, in transition , e ST g Fundraiser!
from homelessness, under the Red- v VOLUNTEERS M - Abruzi
wood Community Action Agency. WELCOME e  Wildberries Market

Our congregation provides volun- @ | PLEASE CHECK AT OFFICE e Ramone’s Bakery
teers the 1% Tuesday of each e ¢ Shafer’s Ace Hardware
month: Tuesday June7 and Tues- v ¢ x ' ° gllooznstone Grill

day J.uly 5 from 4:45-5:45 p.m. . . Murp?hy's Market
helping serve supper for the resi- «  Papa Murphy’s Pizza
dents. Maybelle does need volun- (June 5 and July 3). e Plaza Grill

teers to serve and to help with the e McDonald’s

children. To volunteer, contact

FOOD BANK DONATIONS

Our Food Basket in the Narthexis 30 o of their budget from Federal  juices, beans

donated every month to Food for o ntracts, so 70% of their budget
People at the Food Bank of Hum- . 5¢ from |ocal donations and

boldt County, which served 71,445 grants.
qualifying at-risk people during \ <hable foods that will One suggestion is if you use items

2010, through 17 food pantriesin ~ NOn perishable foods that Will pro- o4 55y stores have on sale for 2
Humboldt County, and addresses ~ Vide the maximum nutrition in-

Note: There is a can for monetary
donations also.

for | price, or a discount on a sec-

root causes of hunger. First Con- CIUdef ' ond or third item, one can buy or
gregational UCC Eureka donated ~ Protein items, canned meats, get the extra item and donate to

$2,534.85 during 2010 plus 12 full ~ chili/stew, peanutbutter ¢ ooy

baskets of non-perishable items. ~ ca@nned tuna, grains, pasta, & rice .

Last year Food for People received SOUPS, breakfast cereals May Donations from

nutritional drinks, boxed & canned ket: $325 & 65 items.

Into Your Hands, O God

Prayer List: Stan Smith-Hanes,
Doug Hanson, Lois and Howard
Willson, Neva and Joe Sobolik, Mj
Goble, Ron Buford as he settles
into his new home and the start of
his summer ministry with us.

THE WINDOWS NEWSLETTER Page 11



Eureka First Congregational
United Church of Christ
900 Hodgson Street
Eureka, CA 95503

FORWARDING SERVICE
REQUESTED

The
Window
Newsletter

Eureka First Congregational
United Church of Christ

900 Hodgson Street
Eureka CA 95503
707-445-5488

E-mail: eurekaucc@att.net

www.eurekaucc.org

At First Congregational United Church of Christ
we gather to worship God. We know ourselves as
a Christian community through worship, learning,
fellowship, and service. As part of the Body of
Christ, we seek to express, receive, and share
spiritual wholeness, strengthen our knowledge of
God’s love for us and for all people, cherish indi-
viduality, and to be aware of and respond to the
needs of all God’s people.



