
ASH WEDNESDAY AND LENTEN SERIES  

Community Soup & 
Worship Lenten    
Series ; 
March 3rd   
Calvary Lutheran 
Church 
March 10th   
First Presbyterian 

Church 
March 17th   
TBA 
March 24th   
First Methodist Church 
April 1st 
Maundy Thursday 
Here in the social hall 

at 6pm  
Potluck dinner with ser-
vice and communion 

A monthly publication of Eureka First Con-
gregational United Church of Christ 

¶ 900 Hodgson Street Eureka, Ca 95503 

¶ (707) 445-5488 

¶ Carlotta Vallerga,  Pastor 
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March 2010 

Christian Education 

.ARK Performance 
Scheduled for Sunday, 
March 21, 2010           
²Ƙŀǘ Ψǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
the ARK?  

 The children and teach-
ers in ARK have been 
exploring the theme of 
Faith through Drama 
during the past three 
months. The Drama 
Unit will culminate in 
the performance of a 
play.  The play, The Lit-
tle Drummer Girl, has 
been written for the 
children by Katri Pitts.   
The performance is 
scheduled to take place 
during worship on Sun-
day, March 21st.   Chil-
dren of all ages are wel-

come to attend ARK.  
ARK meets in the office 
wing classroom follow-
ƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ŜǊπ
mon during worship 
time.   

Christian Education is 
actively seeking new 
members to join Chris-
tian Education Ministry 
and new people to 
work with our children 
in ARK on an occasional, 
rotating basis.  If you 
would like to share 
some time with our 
children, please let us 
know.  It is a great way 
to get to know our chil-
dren. If you have any 
questions about ARK or 
you are interested in 

working with the Chris-
tian Education Ministry, 
please talk with mem-
bers of the 2010 Chris-
tian Education Ministry, 
Meredith VandenBran-
den, Katri Pitts or 
Roberta Duggan.  Our 
next Christian Educa-
tion Ministry meeting is 
scheduled for Sunday, 
March 21st, following 
the worship service.  
Come and join us!  



     March is the season of Lent 
with the color being purple or 
violet, which reflects the more 
somber tone of the season.  
During these 40 days of Lent we 
are called to be intentional 
about our relationship with God, 
deepening our relationship 
through prayer and reflection. 
We wonder where our journey 
will take us, through dark pas-
sageways or doorway leading to 
brightness and sunlight. It seems 
like a good time to come to-
gether to join hands and voices 
for where ever the journey leads 
us it is best to travel together. 

     Like the disciples and Chris-
tians throughout history, we can 
wonder where God is when 
darkness and clouds come our 
way.  There is a favorite camp 
song that I learned many years 
ŀƎƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ƳŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 
faithful presence.  It goes like 
this: 

 Listen, listen, listen to 
my heart song 

 Listen, listen, listen to 
my heart song 

 I will never forget you, 

 I will never forsake you, 

 Listen, listen, listen to 
my heart song. 

     How reassuring to be re-
minded that God is always with 
us, will never leave us and we 
are called to hear the song of 
DƻŘΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘΦ  L ǎƳƛƭŜ ǿƘŜƴ L 

ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǎƻƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƻ 
me it is a song of love that lifts 
me form the darkness and is 
heard in the people around me 
and the signs of spring.   

    L ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǎƻƴƎ 
getting louder and louder as it 
comes through the vitality and 
energy of our congregation and 
ministry groups.  It is a beautiful 
song that moves with new 
sounds and a strong beat.  It is a 
song of love for our church and 
the traditions of our faith. 

     I am heading off on vacation 
and hope to hear the humpback 
whales sing their special song 
ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ƻŦ aŀǳƛΦ  !ƭƭ DƻŘΩǎ 
creatures have a special song to 
sing ς even the whales.  My goal 
for this vacation is to stop and 
listen and give my body and 
mind time to unwind from the 
fast pace I have been on, while 
appreciating the beauty and 
sounds around me. 

     While I am away, you will 
have the chance to hear differ-
ent voices bringing the Lenten 
message from the pulpit.  Rev. 
Dianna Renner Noyes will be 
preaching on March 7th (also 
Communion Sunday) and Rev. 
Jeri Gray-Reneberg on March 
14th.  What a great opportunity 
to hear the heart song from a 
different voice that may open 
the door to move you more fully 
into your Lenten journey. 

 I look forward to being 

back in the pulpit on March 21st 
when our ARK children will also 
present their drama production 
ƻŦ ά[ƛǘǘƭŜ 5ǊǳƳƳŜǊ DƛǊƭΦέ  ²ƘŜƴ 
our children share we are al-
ǿŀȅǎ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ 
song through the beautiful mel-
ƻŘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾƻƛŎŜǎΦ  ά{ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 
bŜǿέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ŀƴŘ 
there will be a potluck after 
worship to which you are invited 
to try a new recipe and bring 
something new.   

 May the heart song God 
is singing in you become 
stronger and more vibrant dur-
ing this season of Lent. 

 

                      Blessings, 

  Pastor Carlotta  
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THE WINDOWS NEWSLETTER 

January flew by, February 
was a blur and now we are in 
March.  Our church has been busy 
and March promises new begin-
nings for the congregation and for 
me, personally.   Our February 6  
IMAGINE Workshop is already bear-
ing fruit in energized ministries as 
each begins its new year with tools 
to be more effective.  Our congrega-
tional meeting on February 7 led to 
the application for a line of credit 
loan with the UCC Cornerstone 
Foundation.  Our Valentine Box for 
the building repair and renovation 
pledges started filling up on Febru-
ary 14 and the Women of Wisdom 
distributed hand-made valentines to 
everyone in attendance.  On Ash 
Wednesday, February 17, we began 
our Lenten journey together with a 
soup supper.  This was followed by a 
deeply moving service in the sanctu-
ary with Pastor Carlotta and the 

choir leading.  We continued on 
February 23 with the first 2010 
council meeting and followed 
that on February 24 by hosting 
the first Lenten soup supper of 
the season with other congrega-
tions.  Vitality met on February 
26 to begin planning for the com-
ing year and on February 28, we 
ended the official pledge gather-
ing time.  We continue to seek a 
name for this fund and additional 
building fund pledges are always 
welcome. 

March is off to a blustery, 
rainy start and promises to hold 
its own challenges as we con-
tinue doing the work of the 
church during Lent.  Although we 
will not be hosting the coming 
soup suppers, we are invited to 
join the other fellowships partici-
pating every Wednesday of Lent.   
Our choir is learning new music 

for Lent and Easter and always 
welcomes new members at 
Wednesday rehearsals, no audi-
tions necessary.    

For me, March means I be-
gan the month with another birth-
day and the feeling that things are 
getting better.   As Roger Rosen-
ōƭŀǘǘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ 
ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛǎ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜΦέ  L Ŏŀƴ ŀǘǘŜǎǘ 
that those words express it all.  
During this season of Lent, I find 
ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ 
journey to the cross and the im-
pact his death had on his follow-
ers.  Bewilderment, deep grief, 
tears, the feeling of not knowing 
what the future holds, all have to 
be emotions we share with those 
early disciples when we experi-
ence the death of a dear compan-
ion.  And yet, Easter gives us hope.    

Sharolyn Hutton 

Page 3 

Moderator  

ƻǳǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ  ²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ 
already begun to notice some 
ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿŜΩǊŜ 
pleased to announce a new fellow-
ship opportunity:  The Third Sunday 
of the Third Month.   

On the third Sunday of each third 
month (March, June, September 
and December), the regular coffee 
hour will be replaced with a special 
fellowship time.  For March 21, you 
are invited to participate in the 

SOMETHING NEW POTLUCK.  In 
honor of the new life that spring 
brings forth, we invite the con-
gregation to bring a dish repre-
senting Something New (a rec-
ƛǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘǊƛŜŘ ōŜπ
fore, a fresh seasonal ingredi-
ent, or your own creative spin).  
Please join us in trying Some-
thing New in Fellowship! 

 

The brand-new Fellowship Minis-
try met on February 16 to outline 
plans for the year.  Sandi Little is 
Chair of the Ministry, Kim Pinches 
is our Scribe, Phil Smith-Hanes will 
be preparing newsletter articles, 
and Mj Goble completes our 
team. 

Fellowship has lots of exciting 
plans for 2010, including a rein-
vigorated coffee hour, an inven-
tory of the kitchen, and working 
with other ministries to host vari-

Something New: 

Get Ready for the Third Sunday of the Third Month! 



SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI  SAT  
 
 

1 
Fellowship 

7PM 
{ŀƴŘƛ [ƛǘǘƭŜΩǎ 

House 

2 
MAC     Sign 

up with May-
belle 

Tai Chi 
3:30-5:30 

 

3 
Lunch 
Bunch     

Lenten Series      
Choir    7:30 

4 
Pflag Informa-

tion Night     
6:30τ7:30 

5 6         
 

7 
Pastor 
Diana      

Renner-Noyes 
Buildings and 
Grounds after 

worship in 
Narthex 

 

8 9 
Tai Chi 

3:30-5:30 

 

10 
Lenten Series   

Choir         
7:30 

11 
Outreach  

10 AM 
Narthex 

12 
 

13 

14 
Pastor     Jeri        

Gray-
Reneberg         

15 
 

16 
Tai Chi 

3:30-5:30 

 

17 
Lunch Bunch 
Lenten series 

Choir 
 {ǘ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ 

Day   

18 
 

19 20 
Church Im-
provement      

Day       9:30 - 
Noon 

 

21 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 

drama Pres-
entation 

Resources 
after worship 
Christian Ed 
in ARK room 
after worship 

22 
 

23 
Tai Ch 

 3:30 to 5:30       

24  
Lenten  

 Series Choir            

25 
Book      

Group      7PM 

26 
 

27  
Bill Shapeero 

Party 1-4      

28 
Palm    

 Sunday 

 

29 
Council    

6:30 

30 
Tai Chi    

3:30 to 5:30 

31 
Choir 

   

Church Office 

Hours: 

 

Carlotta:  

Tues, Wed. Thur. 

2:00 pm till...? 

 

Home: Available at 

any time if needs 

arise. 

 

Christine:  

MWF  

3:30 - 5:30  

Deacon of the 

month: 

 

Judie Norton  

March 2010 
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Bill 
Shapeero will be turning 80 
and wants to invite All of You 
to his BIG PARTY !! 

 

3/1 Jim Falls 

3/1      Sharolyn Hutton 

3/1 Linda Shapeero 

3/4 Mara Hernandez 

3/7 Howard & Lois  Willson 

3/10 Pete & Carlotta 
 Vallerga 

3/14 Carlotta Vallerga 

3/17 William Shapeero 

3/24 Glenn Griffith 

3/31 Helen Griffith 

3/31 Maybelle Luther 
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Birthdays & Anniversaries 

March Lectionary 

aŀǊŎƘ нрǘƘ ŀǘ tŀǎǘƻǊ /ŀǊƭƻǘǘŀΩǎ 
home @ 7 PM.  
Books to be discussed are:  

The Art of Racing in the Rain    

by Garth Stein and                     

Dancing at the Rascal Fair       

by Ivan Doig                                                                                             

If you canôt get them read, we 

still welcome you to come 

and join in the discussion. A 

rousing time is always had by 

all. 

 

. 

Book Group 

March 7 
Third Sunday in Lent 
Isa 55:1-9; Ps. 63:1-8; I Cor 10:1-
13; Luke 13:1-9                                      
Open Invitation 
 
March 14 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Joshua 5:9-12; Ps 32; 2 Cor5:16-21; 
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32                      
Embracing Love 

March 21 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Isa 43:16-21; Ps 126; Phil 3:4b-14; 
John 12:1-8                                            
Something New 
 
March 28 
Sixth Sunday in Lent (Palm/
Passion Sunday)                               
Ps 118:1-2, 19-29; Luke 19:28-40     
(Liturgy of the Psalms)                            
Isa 50:4-9a; Ps 31:9-16; Phil 2:5-11; 

Luke 22:14-23:56                                    
(Liturgy of the Passion)                        
Into Jerusalem                      


