
Deacons 

In this month of May, 
we as a church com-
memorate and cele-
brate the receiving of 
the Holy Spirit by the 
early church on Pen-
tecost Sunday. In 
Matthew 3:11, John 
the Baptist prophe-
sied about the first 
Pentecost when Je-
sus would baptize 
with the Holy Spirit 
and with fire. Jesus 
confirmed this 
prophesy to the disci-
ples when He spoke 
of the promise of the 
Holy Spirit in John 
14:26. After His res-
urrection, Jesus said 
for the disciples to 
wait in Jerusalem for 
ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƎƛŦǘ ƻŦ 
the Holy Spirit 
(Acts1:3-8). After Je-
ǎǳǎΩ ŀǎŎŜƴǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
heaven, the disciples 
returned to Jerusa-
lem and gathered for 
prayer in the upper 
room. Here the Holy 
Spirit came to the 
room as a mighty 

rushing wind and 
tongues of fire came 
to rest on each of 
them and they be-
came filled with the 
Holy Spirit. In this way 
they received the 
ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ WŜǎǳǎΩ 
witnesses to the ends 
of the earth. They did 
not stay in the room 
but went out every-
where to proclaim the 
good news of what 
Jesus had done. Thus 
began the church as 
we know it. 

Today we celebrate 

Pentecost Sunday as a 

joyful celebration to 

remind us of the real-

ity that was given to 

the disciples and con-

tinues today. It is a day 

to remember that we 

are co-heirs of Christ, 

suffering with Him in 

the challenges of life 

so that we may be glo-

rified with Him (Rom. 

8:17); that we are bap-

tized into one body by 

the Holy Spirit (I Cor 

12:13); that we have the 

Spirit who raised Jesus 

from the dead living in-

side believers (Romans 

8:9-11); and that the gift 

of the Holy Spirit as prom-

ised by Jesus, was given 

to the disciples and to all 

who believe (Acts 2). 

Ted 
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     What do streamers of red, 
yellow and orange along with 
kites and pinwheels have to do 
with church?  It is Pentecost 
time and the celebration of the 
ōƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ 
first Christians and upon us to-
day.  Pentecost is celebrated 
fifty days after Easter and is 
when the disciples experienced 
the gift of the Spirit with such 
power that they were swept 
ƻǳǘǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ 
the world.  May 23rd is this 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘ 
so wear red, yellow or orange 
(the colors of flame) and pre-
pare to be surprised by the 
ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘΦ  DƻŘΩǎ 
Spirit blows where it will and 
often pushes us in directions we 
least expect and what a differ-
ence that makes in our lives and 
our world.  Be there on Pente-
cost Sunday and be open to the 
gentle breeze or strong winds of 
DƻŘΩǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘΦ 

     May 9th is the celebration of 
aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ L ƘƻǇŜ 
ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǎǇŜπ
cial gifts by reflecting on the 
lives of biblical women and their 
stories.  Women have always 
been an important part of the 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 
Day we can hear their stories as 
well celebrate our own stories.  
Our UCC denomination has been 
the leader in accepting and af-
firming the gifts of women to 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ  hƴ aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 
day we will celebrate our history 

and continue that tradition.  At 
our worship service we will 
honor all the women of our con-
gregation, giving thanks for the 
variety of gifts they share with 
us, their talents and gifts in lead-
ership.  As a special gift, the 
men will bring the treats and 
make the coffee for Coffee 
Hour. 

     Also in May is the gathering 
of our conference at Asilomar 
where we will explore the 
ǘƘŜƳŜ ά! ²ƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ IŀǊƳƻƴȅΣ 
Transforming Lives, Churches 
ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦέ  wŜƎ YŜƴπ
nedy, Meredith VandenBranden 
and I will be your voting dele-
ƎŀǘŜǎΦ  aŜǊŜŘƛǘƘΩǎ ǎƻƴ tŀǳƭ ǿƛƭƭ 
also be attending and participat-
ƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ  
We will be participating in wor-
ship, workshops, conference 
business, making connections 
with old and new friends, and 
taking in the beauty of the 
ocean and the Asilomar 
grounds.  Hopefully some rest 
will round out the three days.  
There will be lots of information 
and insights to share upon our 
return. 

     May is a very busy month 
with the last weekend being the 
celebration of Memorial Day.  
This is the fifth Sunday of the 
month, so it will be a Coffee 
House Sunday.  Come and share 
your favorite brunch dish and 
participate in our casual style of 
worship in the Social Hall. I am 

not sure my espresso machine is 
working well enough to make 
lattes, we shall see.  Of course, 
there is always regular coffee, 
good food and faithful compan-
ions for our time together; bring 
a story, a reading, sing a song, 
ǎƘŀǊŜ ŀ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ƘƻǇŜ ŦƻǊ 
sunshine and a beautiful three-
day weekend. 

     The credit line has been ap-
proved and by the end of May 
or the first part of June you will 
notice the start of the projects 
you authorized at our Annual 
Meeting. Much will be going on, 
so keep your eyes open and stay 
posted for updates on the pro-
gress.  Thank you for trusting 
your Steering Committee to 
oversee this work. 

     May is a very busy month for 
me with the Conference Annual 
Meeting along with family activi-
ties.  I will be in and out, but al-
ways working with Deacons and 
our other Ministries trusting 
that everything is running as 
smoothly as possible.  We also 
hope to take our new trailer on 
its first outing, as we check it 
out to make sure everything 
works properly as well as to just 
ǊŜƭŀȄ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŦǳƴΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ 
hope for sunshine!  

   
 Blessings,  
   

   
 Pastor Carlotta 
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THE WINDOWS NEWSLETTER 

 Who Has Seen the Wind?  By Chris-
tina Rosetti 

 

Who has seen the wind? 
Neither I nor you. 
But when the leaves hang trem-
bling, 
The wind is passing through. 
Who has seen the wind? 
Neither you nor I. 
But when the trees bow down their 
heads, 
The wind is passing by. 

 

April was a month when we 
may not have seen the wind, but we 
saw the results in downed tree 
limbs and inverted umbrellas. We 
heard the wind, sometimes through 
days followed by sleepless nights, 
and we hoped for calmer days 
ahead.  Now we are in May, the 
wind seems calmer, there is more 
sunshine and Pentecost is almost 
here.  This is one of my favorite 
Christian calendar times, when we 
hear again the story of the flames 
and the wind that imbued the early 
Christians with hope.  Today we 
share that same Spirit-wind that 
leads us as Christ-followers.  We 
ǎƛƴƎ ά{ǇƛǊƛǘΣ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ƎŜƴǘƭŜƴŜǎǎ; 
blow through the wilderness calling 
ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜŜΤ Χέ  ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ Ŏŀƭƭπ
ing us at First Congregational United 
Church of Christ of Eureka to do? 

We seem to be imbued with 
that same hope and energy the 
early Christians exhibited when 
ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ ōȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ 

as we look to the future and re-
main active in the present.  We 
have the Cornerstone loan and 
the contractor is ready to begin 
the work we all deemed neces-
sary.  We continue to raise 
money in creative ways for the 
Imagine Building Fund, while still 
supporting the everyday work of 
the church, such as giving to the 
Food Bank and planning ministry 
activities throughout the summer 
and into the fall. Ron Buford, 
guest speaker from the UCC 
Northern California Nevada Con-
ference, will join us July 24 and 
25 to help us as we continue our 
plans for the future.   

I invite you to join me in 
ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άǎǇƛǊƛǘ ǎƻƴƎέ ǘƘƛǎ 
month and in the months ahead. 

Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness  
Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow 
through the wilderness, 
calling and free. 
Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, 
stir me from placidness, 
Wind, Wind on the sea. 
You moved on the waters, you 
called to the deep, 
then you coaxed up the moun-
tains from the valleys of sleep, 
and over the eons you called to 
each thing: 
Awake from your slumbers and 
rise on your wings. 
You swept through the desert, 
you stung with the sand, 
and you goaded your people with 
a law and a land, 
and when they were blinded with 
their idols and lies, 

then you spoke through your 
prophets to open their eyes.   

You sang in a stable, you cried 
from a hill, then you whispered in 
silence when the whole world was 
still, 
and down in the city you called 
once again, 
when you blew through your peo-
ple on the rush of the wind. 
You call from tomorrow, you 
break ancient schemes, 
from the bondage of sorrow the 
captives dream dreams, 
our women see visions, our men 
clear their eyes, 
with bold new decisions your peo-
ple arise.  

Sharolyn 
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This month  is the celebration of 
ƻǳǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƻƴ aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŘŀȅΦ 
We are grateful for all the moth-
ers who grace our church and 
also in memory of all the moth-
ers who have passed on. Cer-
tainly, many of us no longer 
have a mother who is near to 
give us council or speak to, but 
the memories we have are rich 
with wonder and love. She will 
always be a part of our lives, be-
cause she lives in our hearts.  
When we all remember our 
mothers, we can know that God 
is near to comfort us as our 
mothers did: 
Isaiah 66:13 
ά!ǎ ŀ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘǎ ƘŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΣ 
so I will comfort you;  
 Isaiah 49:15-16  
15 Can a woman forget her 

nursing child, or show no com-
passion for the child of her 
womb? Even these may forget, 
yet I will not forget you. 16 See, 
I have inscribed you on the 
palms of my hands; your walls 
are continually before me.  

Psalm 131:1-2 
1 O Lord, my heart is not lifted 
up, my eyes are not raised too 
high; I do not occupy myself 

with things too great and too 
marvelous for me. 2 But I have 
calmed and quieted my soul, 
like a weaned child with its 
mother; my soul is like the 
weaned child that is with me. 
2 Corinthians 1:3-4 
ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ CŀǘƘŜǊ 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Fa-
ther of mercies and God of all 
comfort, who comforts us in all 
our affliction, so that we may be 
able to comfort those who are 
in any affliction, with the com-
fort with which we ourselves are 
ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΦέ 

thanking those of us who are 
still living. As each of us remem-
bers in our own way those who 
gave of their lives in service to 
our country, let us remember to 
thank God for the blessings that 
have been bestowed on us in 
the bounty that has been given 
to us. 
As deacons we all are apprecia-
tive of the way God speaks to 
each of us. Certainly in this time 
of commemoration and celebra-
tion of Pentecost, our mothers, 
and our veterans, we as a con-

This month we celebrate Memorial 
Day when we remember the sacri-
fices of our veterans and those who 
serve and have served in our mili-
tary. Let us give a prayer for all 
those who serve in our military and 
especially those who serve on the 
front lines.  
Many people will be out putting 
flowers on the graves of our veter-
ans, and having parades. Many will 
be grieving over lost loved ones 
these past few years. Others will 
remember ones who have gone on 
before in war or in peace, as well as 

gregation have much to be thank-
ful for. Let us continue to live not 
only in light of the freedoms and 
blessings of God in our nation, 
but in the liberty and freedom of 
the good news of the joy and love 
that God continues to speak to us 
about each and every day. 
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